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joined with Sandusky Memorial Hospital in
1985 to create Firelands Community Hospital,
has cared for generations of Sandusky area
families. It gives me great pleasure today to
commemorate the hospital’s 125th anniversary
and its long tradition of providing quality health
care to the community.

The hospital can trace its roots to 1876,
when Wilborforce Farr, the minister of Grace
Church, Sandusky, and other community lead-
ers founded Good Samaritan Hospital, a place
where everyone could receive health care, re-
gardless of their financial or social situation.
For the past 125 years, the hospital has
played a vital role in the lives of Sandusky
area residents.

In 1985, Firelands Community Hospital was
established through the union of Good Samar-
itan and Sandusky Memorial Hospitals. At the
time the merger of these two institutions was
considered a bold, but necessary move. The
federal government’s push to lower health
care costs was forcing hospitals to reconsider
how they did business. Those who did not
adapt to the changing health care climate
would suffer serious financial trouble.

Although the decision to consolidate was
not an easy one, the Board of Trustees and
Professional Staffs of both hospitals had the
foresight and initiative to put the needs of the
community first. Their efforts provided the
foundation for Firelands Community Hospital’s
role as one of the area’s leading comprehen-
sive health care systems.

Today, Firelands Community Hospital con-
tinues to provide new and innovative services
and programs to meet the needs of the San-
dusky area community. More than 7000 inpa-
tients and 250,000 inpatients are served annu-
ally at four Sandusky facilities. In recent sur-
veys, Firelands has been rated the best in
Erie County for quality of physician care, per-
sonal care and attention, most modern tech-
nology, physical environment and range of
services.

For the past one hundred twenty-five years
Sandusky, area residents have entrusted their
health care needs to Firelands Community
Hospital, and I am confident they will continue
to do so for generations to come.
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Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
congratulate Rogers High School and its par-
ticipants in the ‘‘We the People . . . . . The
Citizen and the Constitution’’ national finals.

I am pleased to recognize the class from
Rogers High School who represented Arkan-
sas in the national competition. The out-
standing young people who participated are:
David Clay, Jessica Diaz, Mitch Dinowitz,
Marcus Emerson, Kenni Floyd, Haris Hasic,
Jared Janacek, Amanda Lay, Ashley Marcum,
Dylan Mory, John O’Connor, Josh Reece, Ste-
phen Reed, Kyle Schoeller, Brian Shook,
Bethany Simmons, Luke Siversen, Cody
Steussy, Zack Taylor, David Young. The class
is coached by Brenda Patton.

‘‘We the People . . . . . The Citizen and
the Constitution’’ is the nation’s most exten-

sive program dedicated to educating young
people about our Constitution. Over 26 million
students participate in the program, adminis-
tered by the Center for Civic Education. The
national finals, which includes representatives
from every state, simulates a congressional
hearing in which students testify as constitu-
tional experts before a panel of judges.

I wish these bright students the best of luck
at the ‘‘We the People . . . . . The Citizen
and the Constitution’’ national finals. They rep-
resent the Third District of Arkansas well, and
I wish them all the best in their future aca-
demic pursuits.
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Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, this

past Sunday, America celebrated its 31st an-
nual Earth Day. In the past, Earth Day has
been a day of both preservation and celebra-
tion. The day has symbolized our commitment
to preserving the Earth’s beauty for the enjoy-
ment of future generations. This year, how-
ever, Earth Day means much more. This year,
we are not using Earth Day as a catalyst for
the creation of new and innovative ways to
keep our environment clean and healthy. This
year, we are not spending Earth Day talking
about reducing air pollution and cleaning up
the water we drink. This year, Earth Day is not
a celebration of the environmental accomplish-
ments of the past 31 years.

Instead, this year, we are spending Earth
Day toe-to-toe with the Bush Administration to
simply maintain the status quo of our country’s
environmental policies. This year, we are
spending Earth Day fighting against the spe-
cial interests of oil and gas companies. This
year, we are celebrating Earth Day with a re-
turn to the careless and unhealthy environ-
mental practices of the 1970s. This year,
Earth Day means more than it has ever meant
before.

In the first 100 days of President Bush’s
term in office, the Administration has sought to
eliminate nearly every major environmental
advancement of the past twenty years. Wheth-
er it is trying to drill for oil in the Arctic Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge (ANWR), failing to re-
duce the amount of carbon dioxide emissions
into the air, or halting a plan to lower arsenic
levels in drinking water, the Bush Administra-
tion has made it clear that it is not serious
about protecting our environment.

In Florida, we are facing the relentlessness
of the oil and gas industries. As recently as
last Sunday, the Bush Administration restated
its plan to auction nearly six million acres off
of the coast of Florida’s Panhandle for the pur-
poses of drilling for oil and natural gas. This
is a plan that Floridians have both feared and
rejected. Florida has maintained a position
that any drilling will not occur within 100 miles
of Florida’s coast. While Florida’s neighboring
states have chosen to move forward with off-
shore drilling programs, the people of Florida
have recognized the environmental dangers of
offshore drilling and chosen not to move for-
ward with any such program.

Drilling off the coast of Florida’s Panhandle
could have devastating outcomes. Studies

show that the cost of offshore drilling far out-
weighs the benefits. The potential for oil spills
and life-threatening accidents is there. The
construction of oil rigs, combined with contin-
ued drilling, will undoubtably disrupt the ma-
rine ecosystem that currently exists. One only
has to look at pictures of an oil rig sinking off
the coast of Brazil to recognize the real dan-
gers of offshore drilling. Now, the Administra-
tion is seeking not only to destroy Florida’s al-
ready delicate environment, but to do it
against the obvious wishes of Florida’s people
and government.

This year, we must view Earth Day as an
opportunity to rally our troops and fight against
the special interests that have been dictating
environmental roll backs for the past 100
days. If the Administration will not fight against
the oil and gas companies, then we must. We
have a responsibility to recognize the role that
we play in preserving our environment. If we
do not recognize and accept this responsi-
bility, then no one will.
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor John Diener for receiving the
Award of Distinction from the College of Agri-
cultural and Environmental Sciences at the
University of California, Davis.

The award is the highest designation given
by the college to individuals whose contribu-
tions enrich the image and reputation of the
college and enhance its ability to provide pub-
lic service.

Diener earned a degree in agricultural eco-
nomics in 1974. He worked as a pest control
advisor, specializing in viticulture, for six years
before beginning a farm operation in 1980. In
20 years his farm grew from 640 acres to
4,500 acres. He began organic production
practices and helped develop Greenway Or-
ganic Farms.

Diener has supported research and started
field studies on reclaiming farmland that suf-
fers from high underground water tables. This
sort of research has set the foundation for
growers to grow crops on acreage considered
too salty. The success of his new farming
methods can be seen by the abundant har-
vesting of crops on land that had previously
been considered non-fertile soil.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to congratulate John
Diener on his Award of Distinction. I ask my
colleagues to join me in congratulating John
and wishing him many more years of contin-
ued success.
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Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise on
this occasion to commend an outstanding
group of Virgin Islanders—Helen George-New-
ton, Eldra Malone-Drew, Ava Stagger, Carol
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